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INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW OF THE SURVEY

This survey regresents the second recent attempt 10 survey member
neods and attitudes Dy the Federation of Australian Historical Societies,
the first, or pllot, survey having been carried out i 1999 (Regional and
District Historical Societies). The present survey was meant to
complement the 1999 survey, with more detalled information relating to
collections. The two-page survey form was sent out 10 all member
societies, of whom 301 responded,

The first section of the guestionnaire covered basic Information on the
society (e.g. name, postal code, number of memders, year of founding,
relationship with the local councll, funding sources and needs), while
the second wid devoted 1o the specific problems of the indwidual
society’s collection - #ts size, composition, management and aCCess.
Seversl questions focused on the uses of the new Information
technologies such a3 the desi-Lop computer software and pudiic access
via the world wide web. An open-ended Mnal question gave members
the chance Lo COmMment on any aspect of ther sockety that they chose.

Respores on the whole were informative and extra detalls were
normally generously provided. The problem arose of representing the
richness of material 30 yielded In a form which could be readiy
avallable and immediately transparent 10 Ml members and, possibly, on
the FAHS website, Although there were only twenty-seven main
Questions, many of these were of the open-ended format, which
generated & great complexity of resporse, given the high variation in
size, location and resources of the member socktios, The result is
necessarly something of a compromise, wheredy the flexibility of
coding must recognise the need for coherence and comprehensibility,
particularly for Mdentifying directions for policy by the Executive. The
corsuitant i3 grateful, however, for the Executive’s recognition of this
problem, and of the extension Lo the previcusty agreed time for delivery
of this report,




REPORTING METHOD

Apart from the odd note and the Summary in a following section, there
5 very little commentary provided on the individual tables and charts,
since they are meant 1o be self-explanatory, The remaining text of this
Introduction sets out the techaical aspects of the processing and analysis
of the data, followed by 8 brief commentary for the consideration of the
executive on the possible implications for dechion-making and
development of the Federation. SInce this report represents only a first
take from the dMa based on individual item, there may well be more
complicated and specific questions on which to base a follow up, These
are st ot in the concluding section.

DATA QUALITY AND CODING STRATEGY

While data were generally wsable, there were several questions (e.g.
Qs 6,150, 14, 17D) where there were 50 fow responses that an analysis
by table or graphic was impossible, Because questions were generally so
open-ended, the task of coding was extremely time-consuming and at
times, tedious. [ach question had to be examined several times
throughout the entre J01 sample, with an eye to the creating of coding
Categories. Since there were over 20 questions of this type, many of
which could be answered more than once, the coding sheet grew In
length to mare than four typed pages, embracing &7 variables, to which
were added seven comstructed variables (e.g. for the muttiple response
variables where members could tick more than one item, state code
identifier and remoteness index). The principal consultant s wery
grateful to the asstant, Asastasia Blandford, for the meticulous and
labour-intensive effort that was necessary 1o code and classify thes
complex materal,

Missing responses have been Included in every tabulation and In most
of the graphics, where the number was significant for mterpretation
purpodes, Most of these problems could have been avoided had the
questionnare been more professionally constructed, eliminating the
need for such a laborious exercise, while at the same time preserving
A0S for “written-=" or urstructured resporses. The firal question was
S0 Juparate that it was very cfficult to do anything more than to Lt
the resporses that were most informative as to directions of policy




relating 1o the maintenance and display of collections. The data were
first entered into Microsoft Excel, Wmported for analysis o SPSS
Version 9.1 for summary analysis, including treatment of missing data
{not possible with Excel), The cutput was then exported back to Excel
for tabudation and graphical display (extensive use was made here of the
superior chart-making facintes of Excel 2000) and then copied Into this
report,

THE FINDINGS: A SUMMARY

Historical socketies, within cach State and Territory of the
Commonwealth, are comstituted as voluntary Incorporated, non-profi-
making bodies in the public sphere. As sach, they attract funding and
support from Government bodies, particularty local councls, who see
them as repositories of the collective memory of a town or district and,
quite recently, as providers of dsplays and other facilities that may
serve as focl of tourist Interest.

5 not surprising, therefore, that the respondent sacieties should
represent » wide variety of types of organization of often quite diverse
perceptions of their individual charters and cbjectives, ranging from the
maintenance and collection of family and civic phatograghs and letters
0 quite large and comrmunally- mpported Dodies enjoying exterdive
rescurces for displays, exhibitions and publication lists, Unfortunately, it
is the small, poorly-resourced society, reliat on an ageing volunteer
membership which appears 10 be more typical of this sample, and
probably of the whole population of societies. A brief commentary on
cach section, may, however, provide a number of ingights which could
prove to De the basts for identifying the directions which the Federation
might follow to these smaller, local bDodies which constitute the

overwhelming majority of the membership,

Section A : AL first glance, the geographical dutribution by state of the
respondent  societies would appear 1o follow the concentration of
population (Q. 1). However, such a crude analysis conceals the largely
rural and regional character of the bulk of the respondent sacieties. The
following chart gives a crude representation of this property, based on
the fact that higher postcodes within each state are the more remote
from the capitsl, This analysis suggests that only about )0, or ten
percent of the respondents are based n or near the great metropolitan
concentrations of population, with the vast majority being cstributed
fairly evenly Across their respective states,
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T™he relatively small size of the average society s indicated In the
andtysis for Q1, where 1t appears that the most frequent stze nterval is
betwoen about twenty-five and forty members. Although there are some
very large societies with 1,000 or more members (one has 4,000), these
are by no means typical. These larger members tend o distort the
arithmetic mean (ninety-seven for the complete sample), while the
median value &8 closer to fifty, The analysis of the date of foundirg (Q.
1) \ndicates as well that most societies are uniely to grow, given the
matwre proffie of the sample (Le. most over thirty years since
foundation), Sze and age (Doth of the socketios and thel members) has
plications, of Ccourse, for the king of resources which may be called
wpon for any event, since most members will not normaily be active,

The vast majority of members here (B0%), however, have premises of
thelr own, many (over 30%) with formal terms of ocoupancy n a
buliding or ewseum (Q. 4) . The great majority as woll find their
premiuses to be satisfactory, with 165 indicating that they ae very
sativfactory’ (@ 5). The same level of satisfaction applies to the item
nacating the level of support from the local authority, where two-
thirds of the responses Indcate 2 positive perception, Aboet 35% of
respondents sy that thedr local suthority has a heritage comanittee,
with about J0% of the total sample indicating that the society has formal
representation (about 45% of those with some kind of committee) (Q 8).

Sources of Income, other than membership dues, are vared, with a
Reavy rellance on gramts publications, admissions and fundraiving of
varous inds. Donations, including begquests, also figured prominently.
TS spread among the great bulk of the sample (only & falled 1o answer




this question) indicated a healthy diversity of flrancial base (Q. 9).
mdecdfﬂncblonrie(mmmam&uwbch.am.of
membership (Q. 10), whie lack of space for storage and Gaplay
accounted for about 20%) of the responses. Potential avenues of support
from the Federation (Q. 11) were concentrated i the areas of political
economy” of external relations - lobbyleg, filling In grant appiication,
advertising - rather than in the internal- technical areas of cataloguing.
Computing and collection maimtenance.

Section B: Collections This 5 Indeed the focus of the survey, the one
area where analysts could provide important detailed technical
thlaWWt.anWfrmwmmw
Q. 12 that the members’ holdings are quite varied and often complex,
with a spread across the principal types of holdings (photographs, books,
reconds, m)dbet-omi&twblmtrw:om;weptmm
responses, with a mean number of types falling between three and four
of these categories, Most  (75X) societies are well on their way 10 fully
or parthlly catasloguing their holdings (Q 13) athough only & small
minority have them completely catalogued (15%, Q. 14),

m.aummutomuuolmuumdo«mtww
the web) that the vast majority of societies appesr 1o be deficient. Most
have no, or only one, computer (Q. 153) and those that do appear 1o be
working with outdated hardware (Q. 150), Questions (16 theough 18) In
this area were poorly answered, Only a handful of the societies had a
wedsite or URL address. On the other hand, almost 40% incicated that
they would like 10 have thew collection availlable through web enabled
access (Q. 19). The majority (60%) of the sample also Indicated that
they would (e 1o part of a national Linking of historical socketies. Given
thefmnhummwocmwbymthtmw
!mdthewcmbs'colhniommdmwtwmm "
wOuld appear that some form of electronic presecvation might also
complement the application of the new technologies 10 cataloguing and
mmmmmmmtapwmlyauewu'wwam
O archives area but only a small proportion (about 13%) are able to
ATLract more than 100 visitors per month (Q. 2%)




Conclusions:

Tomatmmumuwutbwmm.wwmd
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mhcmmama:mmmmmmw.m«mu
iS50t would appear, however 1o be threatening or eroding the base of
the societies:

(1) a national decline i local o community-based veluntariem, well
documented for most developed societies since the 19705

2) mwwmumamnmmwm.
where, as we have seen, the majority of societies are based:

(3) the commerclalisation and professionalisation of heritage
services the growth of tourtsm and the new iInformation
technologies. The age profile of the the societies, indicated by
thelr founding (mean date s 1973), indicates that the historical
socketies may be dorne by & movement which has reached, or s
st passing, Its maturity.

mmxmmlmwmxnmwm
financial, though this area is particularty acute in the attraction of
'm.mmt«mwwwbem'ftmhlwobmm
¥ the recruitment of new, particularly younger members, access to
mmmaxmmwmmzumk strategies
mknmauumwmyxmkmb.mwm
for heritage and tourism provides at least one sowrce of renews! of an
umml«&hum,mmumumwuamw
commarcial rather than voluntary and non-proft motives and would no
Muwmawm«mmumwdwmo.mu
and financial SUPPOrt would no doubt be forthcoming from local support
and would no doubt ncrease, but the resultamt professionalisation of
Services may Be seen to marginalise the volunteer base.

I there is one area, however, where the Intermal needs of the
Wmmmwwmdmrmsmumtom.u
bhmwwWthdWQmm.mM
and access of coliections through the new information technologies. in
this area the societies seem 10 be in need of greatest support and where
the effects of reform could be greatest: (1) In involving newer and
younger members in the project (2) in expanding and revitalising the
mmﬂmﬂkmwthﬂm.m&rmmmhm
closer links and ties between members on a national level. There are
Many grounds for optimism among the resporses that have been
mtmawthepmmtufaarmdthemmmt




s great, without falling to either the extremes of commerclalisation
0N the one hand or stagnation, senescence and decline on the other.
This report has set out the challenges which face the societies. It is
imperative that these be met, locally and nationally, within the coming
decade.

SOME DIRECTIONS FOR FURTHER ANALYSIS

lnwmt\emmtolpakyammeumamocobm. the data
yeided by this survey could prove to be an invaluable resowrce.
Specifically, with further analysis, by wsing more sophisticated
muitivariate techniques such as cluster analysis and data-mining, #t
should be possible to identify those societies, by state, region, size,
Gate of founding and some other variable, who woudd Benefit most from
Certain kinds of strategically targeted support, While some may benefin
from professional help with the writing of grants, others may need
aiStance with the development of computing infrastructure, while
others (perhaps the majority) could do with some Pelp with recruitment
dwmmaucwmumtmm
Systematically for the identification of the profiles of socleties which
would benefit most by specific kinds of support packages appropriate 1o
regions, size, stage of development, infra-structure and collection mix.




SECTION A: GENERAL INFORMATION
Q 1. Name and Location of Societies by State

State Frequency X
NSW 99 2.9
Vi 85 8.2
Qg 13 12,6
SA 35 1.6
WA " 5.6
TAS 8 2.7
Missing Cases 19 6.3
Total 301 100

Distribution of Societies by State




Q 2 Number of Membders

200 100 00 300 &0 0
Owver haf the soceties have <50 members, while four have 500+

Note: the three Lrgest societies, with each over 1,000 members, have
trimmed from this figure for sake of scale effects - their sizes weve
1000, 1528 and 4000 respectively.

Q. 1 Dote of Founding of Seciety
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Society Premises

Q4a Does the your SoCiety have premises?

Rewporse Frequercy !
Yes 2)4.0 M.
No 3.0 17.6
Archive room only 1.0 0.3
Rental onty 1.0 1.0
Shared Premises 1.0 1.0
Storage only 2.0 0.7
Temporary onty 1.0 0.3
Total J01.0 100.0

Question 4a Does your Society have premises?
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Question 4b Premises - Size, ownership and terms of occupancy

Q4b_Premises- Type and Occupancy —

o Type of Bicyg Frequency %
Room/ Pr.Bidg Formal 7 9.4
Room/ Prt Bidg inform 6 9.1
Room/ Part Bidg Don't Know 8 6.}
Buiiding Formal %4 19.5
Buliding Informal 20 7
Buiiding Don't Know 16 5.6
Messeum Formal <0 1.9
Myseum Informal 14 4.9
Meseum Don't Know 9 31
Not Descrbed. Formal 4 1.4
Not Described Informal -+ 1.4
Bldg not described and Dont Know 5 1.7
Missing or Unusable 62 16.4
Total 301 100
Q. 40 Physical Aspects and Type of Occupancy
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Satisfoction with Premises

Q. 5 How sotisfoctory for your needs ore

Resporse Frequency 5
Very Satisfactory 6] 22
Satisfactory 104 %.2
Poor / Unsatisfactory 76 26.5
Urusatie 4) 5
Misyrg 15 0.3
Total 301 100

Q 5. How satisfactory for your needs are your
premises?

Attendance at Reguiar Speaker’s Meetings

Question 6. If you have regular speaker’s meetings, how many pecple
attend on the average?

Re1ponses to this question were not analysed, due 1o the very few
viable responses,
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Local Autherity Support

Q. 7 How supportive s your local council

{suthority)?

Reponse Frequency
Very Supportive 113
Supportive/ Satisfactory b/
Supportive bt only 9
Limited Support 48
Not Very Supportive 13
Not Supportive at All 1
Not usable or missing 14
Total 301

Nt Scpportve o
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Question 7. How supportive Is your local Council?




Council Heritoge Advisory Committee

Qi-n_ooesméwm!lhmam

Advisory Committee?

Response Frequency X
NO 1% .2
Yes W2 139
No but takes advice 16 5.3
Consults sometimes 4 1.3
Dont know 19 6.3
Forming A committee 3 1
N/A ) rd
Missirg 12 4
Total 301 100

Q. $a Does your Council have a Heritage Advisory

Commitien?
Dont know
Consults ™ Formng a
sometimes commtee
NO Dt lahes
o




Society Representation on Meritoge Advisory Committee

Question Bb Are you and/or other
local historical societies represented!

Response  Frequency X
Yes 86.0 i N3
NO 1.0 16.9
Advisor 2.0 0.7
Consited 1.0 4.)
Dont Know 5.0 0.7
Forming 1.0 0.1}
ormal 1.0 0.l
N/A 23.0 7.6
Ocher 2.0 0.7
Toust Merrber 1.0 0.}
Mising 116.0 8.5
Total 301.0 100.0
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Sources of Income beyond Membership (Dues)

Q 9 What sources of income do you have beyond
Funding Source  Number of Resporses % Resporses

Admissions 117 18.9
Donations & 14.4
Fundraising 97 15.7
Geants 16 6.1
Publications m 18
Other Sources 6 4.2
No other Sources 17 2.5
Total responses 618 100

048 0N MEPOAIL. ST Al s By Were D s cniegery Ordy § fufied 10 wagord D ta aee,
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Perticular Needs and Problems of Your Sockety

Q. 10 Does your society have any particular needs or

problema? : — —
Type of Need or Prodlem Coumt % Respornes
Financal 92 176
Members - rsufficient or older 129 4.6
Lack of Gsplay space 73 139
Lack of Storage Space £ 154
Lack of Cataloguing Resources 22 4.2
Lack of adminisirative
resources 25 4.8
Lack of other resources 101 19.)
Total responses 524 100

J9 missing cases

Q. 10 Does your society have any particular needs or

problems?
Lack of Other
Resource Financa
Lack of 19% 15%
AOMINiSAY Rt
resources
5%
Lack of Momars -

Cataloguang mﬂm or
Resourcas

4% %

Lack of

Stvace Snacs Lack of dsplay
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Types of Possible Assistance from the FANS

Q. 11 How can FAMS assist your society?

Type of Assistance
Assistance with cataioguing
Computing and Internet Access
Getting funding
Legal / insurance assistance
Advertising/ marketing/ recruitment
Filling = grant applications
Lebbying/ Public Relations
Other forms of assistance

Count % Responses

%
19
37

51
13

Restoration and maintenance of holdings 24

Total responses
134 missing caves

116

6.9
4.2
&8
0.9
1.3
171
3.6

nia
100

Q. 11 How can the FAMS assist your soclety?

Restoration and  ASSistance with
manenance of m"

holdngs
1%
Other forms of

/A
R @A'

Filing in grant
ACPHCAbONS
17%

Computing and
imermet Access

4%

Getting funang

%
Legal |
nesrance




SECTION B - COLLECTIONS
The information Collection - Size, Scope and Neture of Materials Meld

Question 12. Does your saciety have an information collection? Please indicate
the size and scope of these collections; an archive of manuscipts or other
records? A Wbrary of historical books? A photographic collection? A map
collection? Other?

Q. 12a Stze of Information Collection

Size of Collection ~ Count X Responses
No Information Collection 9 30
Under 1000 pleces 9 3.0
Over 1000 pleces s 20.3
Miising n 3.8
Total resporses 301 100

Note No chart was constructed for Table 12a because of large proportion of
SOCieties who did not specify the size of thelr collections.

Q12b Compasition of
Collection ST
) !
Type of Materials Cournt Resporses
Manuscripts 104 11.4
Records 135 14.8
Books 19 1.8
Protographs 226 4.7
Maps 149 16.3
Oeher materials 101 ma
Total responses 914 100
45 missiog

Cxues




Note on Collection Diversity An index of the dwersity and composition of the
average Individual collection can be obtained Indirectly from this table,

(1) The diversity (I.e. number of types of materials) can be cbtained by dividing
e ToLal rumber Or responses by the number of responding societies, f.e,
F14/ (301 45) « 914/2%6+ 3.6,

(2) The composition (i.e. the actual types of materials held) of the average
cotlection can be derived from nspecting the rank order of pogedarity of
each type of material,

By combining these two measures, one could therefore infer that the average

collection holde between three and four classes of materials - photographs, books,
A0S And records, i order of incidence.

Q 12b Divensity of Collection Materials Across Societies




Catologuing of Collections

Q. 13 Are your collections catalogued?

Requu Frequency 4
Yos 120 199
NO 56 18.6
Partially catalogued 104 34.6
n/a F4 0.7
Missing/Not stated 19 6.}
Total 301 100

Q. 13 Are your collections catalogued?

s
"
M s NyNot
sated NO
o 1%
"
Yos
2%

Partatly

%
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Computer Cateloguing of Collections

Q. 14 Are your
- Reponse
| Yes

No
Partially

ni'a

Missing/ Not
Stated

Q. 14 Are your collections computer-catalogued?
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Number, ege and mode! of computers owned by Society

Q. 15a How many computers do you have?
No, of Computers Frequency

Nore
One
Two
Three
Four
Five

Six
Thirteen
Missing
Total

109
100
13
10

4
!

)
50
301

Q 152 How many computers does your society have?

120,

100 |
0 |
€0 |
40 |

20 |

F requency

00
Noe  Ore

Quastion 150 What age and model?

There were only a few usable answers hare and no figure or table has been
gerived. Fowever, the modal (most common) description of the few societies
that did respond was ‘very oid. Resporses indicated that several societies are

operating with outmoded BN 486 computers operating with Windows 1.1,
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Type of Software Used
Question 16. What software do you use?

NoO table or graphic was generated to this question, because of insufficlent
response ( about 20% of the sample).

These societies which did respond indicated that they are using generally
avallable data base packages - Paradox, Microsoft Access and ClarisWarks for

Cataloguing and  Inmagic and Photoshop were for image processing.
Website and URL Address

Question 17a. Do you have website or a shared website?

Question 170, If 30, what is ks address?

Question 18. Is your collection electronically linked or associated with another
collection or hbrary?

There were 30 few responses to questions 17 and 18 (fewer than five
some form of website or linkage with ancther collection), that these questices
have been excluded from formal tabular and graphic analysss.

|
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Desiradility of Web-enabled Public Access to Your Cotologue

Question 19, ¥ you do not already have computer Cataloguing, a Website or
omputer nks, would your society with to have Its collection computer-
Catalogued and accessible by a weobsite for public access?

Q 19 Would you wish your collection

catalogued for public web access!?
Rewonse Frequency Percent
Yes 114 7.9
No 52 17.
Dent Know 28 9.3
Missing/ Not Applicable 107 355
Total 301 100

Q19. Do you want your collection to be catalogued for public

web accoss?
Dot Know
%
Mg’ Mot
Apobiate o
Yes




Desirability of National Linking of Mistorical Socleties

Q 20 Would your society wish
to be part of a national
linking of historical societies?

_Resporse  Frequency %

Yos 181 601
NO 35 1ne
Don't Know 2 713
Missirg 63 209
Total 301 100

Q. 20 Would your society wish 10 be part of & national
linking of historical societies?

Mg
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Mast mportant items in Your Collection

Q. 21 What do you consider (10 be) the most

important items In your collection?
Class of ltem Cout X Resporses
Manuscripts @ NS
Recordsy "N 174
Books 41 0.1
Photographs 126 N
Nagn 135500
Artefacts andd other objects 110 27
Total responses 407 100
65 méssing caves

Q. 21 Whast do you consider the most important items in your collection?

Mm
Aretacts and 2%
O Obyects
™%
Mag
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Peciographs




#iggest Problems in Managing Collection

aam«-ummmmnnw

— 3L TAL L
= Prodiem Ares Count % Fasponses
Frances * 193
Recruting new membeny volusens b 82
Daplay space L 159
Sworage space L "s
Calaogaryg o 58
Adrenat=ason 3 a4
Ofer pectiams * v 6s
Tolal ssaponses 45 100
30 maang caes

Q&Mmmmﬂm%mmmm
collection?




Museum or Archive Areo

Q. 23 Do you have a museum or public archive area?

Response Frequency N Ry
Yes 200 66.4
NO e 26,2
Nissing 2 7.3
Total 301 100

Q. 23 Do you have a museum or archive area?

&%




Hours Musewny Archive Areas Is Open to the Public

Q.24 What hours are your archives open 1o the pubiic?

PV olOATANS.. . Mase ___Couwt % Resporsem
Open 15 putic oo days OF Move PAwees 44 203
Open 15 puic two Says o 088 DAweek e o4
Regares appontment or vist 118 x4
Other srrangements for pUbic 8000ss 3 o9
Total reaponsss 3% 100
Hmmn

Note: Several respondents listed more than one arrangement, apparently because
of seasonal variations in cpening Limes.

Q. 24 What hours are your archives andior museum open 1o the
public?

Cther arangements Open 10 (s Tree
1 DU aocess Ay OF TOCe LAween




Number of Visitors per Month

Q. 25 Mow many readers/ visitors would
you average per month n your archives/

muteum? T——
Fewer than 10 “ 6.2
AR 7 4
21w 10 n 15.5
191 to 200 17 8]
201 to S00 20 9.7
0« 6 2.9
Nissing Ee]

Total resporses JO1 100

Q. 25 How many visitors would you average per moath to
archives/musoum?

Fowsr fan %0
Msaing J 4%

o

33333333)%



Other Functions and Services Offered by Society

Q.26 What other functions and services do you offer?

Name Coumt % Responses
Spoakers 29 9.
Tours 58 18.3
Research 138 43,5
Information % 12.)
Loby Support 4 2.5
Other forms of support 45 14,2
Total responses 317 100

71 missing caves

Q. 26 What other functions or services do you offer?

Other forms of Scepaery
PO o%
1%

Lodby Suppon Tows

I 1

YOrmebon
12% -
Resean
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Comments on Society’s Collection or Community Mistory- Selected Responses

Q. 27 Do you wish to comment further on your soclety’s collection or on any
other community history matters?

Out of the 301 forms returned, only 136 gave responses to this question, mostly
very short and/or descriptive of Soclety's activities, achievements and special
features. Many were repetitive of information given elsewhere in the
questionnaire. Many other were richly informative and would require a more
detatied text-based analysis than possible by normal survey methods,

mmmumomcmmmmu‘.mmm
of collections are of direct interest to this survey,

Some of the extracts provide a sample only of the range of responses to this
Question

Thea I @ very expensive business. kauffichent fnds from government to print Metoricol
documments. Live (T) money i3 aveiloble to landkare groups. Think Mistory Groups!

I the past 12 monthe or more the Society hes applied for gronts with ne swccess. The i1 ofter
howrs of work hove been 1pent on applications. One wonders whot Aas 10 De done 08 sttroct
fonding!
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move origingd settings for collectiom.

We ore desperote to obtaln @ duliding for o Police Murewns.
We need @ gront to mable us (o widen o resedrch of esrly Mitory,
wm.mmcm.unnnmmuwaumhmm

Lock of volumcewrs I @ professional way 6o manage cur museus etc.

Yo, But it would take too long.

We would love to have the advice and guidance of @ shared trained fleld officer
The Society survives on the efforts of @ few active members.




The Mistorical Sockety (v dying @ naturel death, its airms and functions Acving been taken over
by the Litvary and Museum. Most of the surviving members ore over 78 with some well Into
thelr 905

Never et grants, always apply for them..

Like many district societien, ours s suffering from the Aack of young ond enthusisstic members -
apparendly insolutde

We Aove Seen told that awr gless sepative collection iz Mitorically valvable bt Aave Deen
unabde to obtamn @ grent o Neve them processed.

Like most valuntary organtzations, auwr volunteers Consist of retirees end senlors. No younger
propie seem avallable

We ore Rappy with sur “Mdealist” softwere, Sut would appreciate the oppertumity to licke with
othey cners.

We would (ke to have awr records recorded on computer and therefore occensibie to other
Mutorical secietien, but not secesiarily an the World Wide web.




